This writing activity offers you a great way to build upon what you are learning, sharpen your critical thinking and writing skills, and demonstrate your knowledge.
Before you begin your writing activity:
Talk with your teacher about—
· Where your writing work should be completed (at school or at home)
· When your work should be completed (regular class time or outside of class time)
· How the writing will be graded (a rubric and scoring models are provided)
Plan your time—This writing activity takes an estimated three to five hours to complete. You will want to plan your time accordingly.
n this writing activity, you will have the opportunity to write a short story.
Most students have written a number of short stories by the time they enter high school. How many have you written? Did you enjoy writing them? Did you write stories that drew your readers in and made them want to read more?
There is so much that goes into the writing of a successful short story, or narrative. As you may recall, well-written short stories include effective use of dialogue, plot development, “showing” versus “telling,” and imagery, to name a few.
In this assignment, you will be reminded briefly about what techniques there are to use in writing short stories and how to use a few of them in your writing.
Have fun! Writing a short story can be a very rewarding experience, especially if you feel emotionally connected to the characters and events in your story.
In this section,
you will learn
to do the following:
· Write a short story based on a real or imagined experience using digital media, and then evaluate the essay using a rubric and scoring models
· Use effective narrative techniques such as plot development, dialogue, “showing” versus “telling,” and imagery
· To write your essay, you will do the following:
· Prewriting—First, you will choose your topic and review effective techniques, such as developing plot, incorporating dialogue, and using imagery.
· Drafting—Next, you will write the draft of your essay, incorporating all the techniques you reviewed in the prewriting stage.
· Revising, Editing, and Proofreading—Finally, you will revise your essay to ensure that you are “showing,” not “telling,” your story. You will also edit, and proofread your work. You will use a rubric and writing models to help you assess your work.
· Start by choosing the topic for your short story. You can base your short story on a real event or an imagined one. However, the story should be fictional, or made up.
· Move through the activity to view some suggestions for short story topics, or you can come up with one of your own.
· The sky’s the limit! Just make sure that whatever you choose is a small enough event to be covered in just a few pages. Remember that you will be adding dialogue, which can take up a lot of space on the page.
· For example, writing about life on the planet Earth in the year 2073 is too broad of a topic. Writing about a moment in school in which two friends are pitted against each other in a sports competition is probably small enough to be covered in just a few pages.
Effective short stories follow these stages of plot:
· Exposition
· Conflict
· Rising Action
· Climax
· Falling Action
· Resolution
Move through the activity to review these stages of plot.
Make sure your story has each one of these elements. Map out an outline of your story’s events, ensuring that each event matches one of these plot elements.
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As you write, you can use imagery to paint a picture for your readers of the characters and events in your story. You may recall that to use this technique, you can use words that evoke images from the five senses—sight, sound, taste, touch, and smell.
Move through the activity to see examples of imagery from poetry.
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